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I thought about age today, how it walks so stealthily between the moments of 
birth and death.  Age is like a strand of measured steps that winds its way 
around our souls like a string of pearls.  It is the path we are following as we 
seek to find a reflection of who we are. 
 
    What about an ancient redwood tree or a pyramid?  What is age to these 
lofty observers of the changing of the guard among mortals on this earth?  
They seem able to hold the earth and sky together, to make sense of the 
horizon. 
 
    Age moves like a butterfly.  We can almost see time passing in the beating 
of its wings, but we are never able to find where it goes.  Then suddenly we're 
there, caught in the ebb tide, ready for the final goodbye.  And when our age is 
over, will we find the butterfly among a string of pearls at the end of time? 
�
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It is time to bring or mail your NLAPW dues to Pat Setser. The amount is 
$60.00 and the check should be made out to NLAPW. The address is 4674 
Empire Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32207. I am required to send the dues to 
National and to State by May 1. We send $40 to National, $5 to State and keep 
$15 for our branch. (Two members Bobby MacDonald and Yulee French have 
already sent their dues.)   
 
The dues are used for many purposes throughout the year.  The branch pays for 
lunches and small gift for our speakers, and in 2008 we had a banner made, 
presented flowers to our new members, paid for our booth at the Midtown 
Center. 
 
We are in the process of creating our new Rosters whose expense is paid for 
from our dues.   
 

Kindly remember to make payments timely.�
�
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April 18th Program 

 
Santioni’s 

11531 San Jose Blv'd  
Mandarin  

 
Time:  11:00 a.m. 

Luncheon: 12:00 Noon 
Program: 1:00 p.m. 

Price: $15 at the door 
Please send your RSVP to Phoebe 

Marner24@aol.com or phone her at 620-9754 
 

(Cut-off for reservations is April 16th.) 
 

Speaker: Eileen Corse    
 

Eileen is an artist and gallery owner in Jacksonville. 
Feel free to visit Eileen’s artwork at 

http://www.eileencorse.com  and her gallery and studio 
space, Corse Gallery and Atelier at  
http://www.corsegalleryatelier.com 

 
 

********************************************* 
 

NATIONAL NEWS 
 

��������	
��
� �
 

Several new contests have been announced on the 
NLAPW site.  

 
For more information please check the NLAPW contests 

page at http://nlapw.org/contests.html 
 
 
 

********************************************** 
 

April is Poetry Month 
 

Let’s celebrate poetry with samples from our 
members.  Share your latest creations during the 
meeting or for publication in the May Newsletter 
 

 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * *  

 
Many thanks to all who contributed content  

to our April edition of The Jacksonville Revue! 

 
Branch News 

 
Mary St. Germain announces her latest exhibition 
entitled Natures Rhythm. Please join Mary at her 

opening for a glass of wine or during view the 
exhibition during the Beaches Gallery Tour. 

 
Natures Rhythm 

Paintings by Mary St. Germain 
Archway Gallery & Framing 

363 Atlantic Blvd. 
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32233 

 
April 16 ~ May 15, 2009 

Opening Reception: April 16, 2009 ~ 5pm-9pm 
Beaches Gallery Tour: April 18, 2009 ~ 10am - 5pm 

 
 

**************************************** 
 
 

Peg Hallam celebrates her 20 year anniversary as a 
Pen Woman this year.  Congratulations Peg! 

 
also 

 
Peg reports that the Riverside Art Market held their 
grand opening on April 4th and was received by a 

huge attendance.  The Market is open on Saturdays 
and may be worth a field trip next year. 

 
 

 **************************************** 
 
 

Susan Brandenburg reports that her biography of 
U.K. Artist Josephine Wall is slated to be published 

and ready for distribution by late summer of 2009.  It 
will be distributed mainly via internet on 

http://www.josephine-wall-imagination-art.com/ 
 
 
 

**************************************** 
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There are quite a few members who never come to meetings for various reasons (i.e. health, family obligations, distance, 
etc.); some are wonderful artists. Getting news out about them would keep them connected with the group. People, as we 
know, sometimes feel neglected, alienated, etc. when they cannot participate.  Let’s use this space for information about 
former members, patrons, current members who may be unable to attend meetings or simply those in need of a lift, 
\recognition of past performance or artwork or perhaps just ‘hello” with a smile apparent like only Pen Women can do. 
 

�
·  Millie Taylor  ran into Mary Begley at Mayo a few weeks back and found out Mary had just been diagnosed 

with cancer and is going to start treatment.   She would likely appreciate calls from anyone in the group.  (Carl 
Begley) 

 
·  Former member, Harriet Young  has suffered physical injuries.  She is now in a facility near Cypress Village.  

She was a poet and humor writer.  Harriet may be in need of a guest visit to a Pen Women’s meeting or possibly 
a copy of the The Revue to keep her current with our group.  Anyone with any updates or thoughts, please pass 
them along.  
 

·  Pat Setser recently spoke withYulee French, a long time member now lives out of the area. (Yulee called to 
check on Pat’s husband, a very kind gesture.) Yulee loves where she lives but she misses her Pen Women friends. 
You might want to send her a note. Warren and Yulee are not as healthy as they once were, but their minds are 
very active. She wanted to be remembered to all of you. Her address is Advent Christian Village, P.O. Box 4472, 
Downing Park, FL 32064. 

 
 

Please pass along connection information at any time for inclusion in The Revue by sending an email to 
carol@carolkeller.com 
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Florida Writer’s Association includes multiple writers groups in the Jacksonville area.  Writers may attend meetings 
presented by the various groups and decide to join at any time.  Meetings cover various topics and promote camaraderie 
between the writers in the area.  Click on http://www.floridawriters.net/Our_Writers_Groups.html  to find a group or 
meeting near you.   
 
The Cultural Center at Ponte Vedra Beach unveils a new exhibition of works from artist Christina Foard.  Opening 
reception is April 17 from 6:30-8:00.  The works include This series of paintings converges Foard's affection for textile 
patterns, biographical storytelling and symbolism.  Click the following link for additional information about the exhibit. 
http://www.ccpvb.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=15&Itemid=147  
 
The Beaches Gallery Tour is being held on Saturday, April 18th from 10am-5pm.  A trip out to the beaches may be 
worth while as our local talent presents works in a Spring Sale fashion as communicated by The Cultural Center.  Think 
about supporting our local artists this spring when purchasing a wedding gift, graduation gift or any other occasion 
where a piece of art fits the bill.  
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Jackie Hand, Sharon Scholl, and 
Phoebe Marner pose for a quick 

photo-op after a delightful 
presentation by Sharon. 

 
 

March 2009 Program  
 

 
Sharon Scholl, Professor Emeritus, 
Jacksonville University, presented 
each person present with a gift of 

her  
beautiful poetry book, All Points 

Bulletin, and shared several 
excellent poems that illustrated 

four distinct  
themes:   

1. Joy of traveling the earth  
2. Cultural Collision  

3. Conflict between Tradition and 
Change  

4. Intersection with the Natural 
World 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Our own Dotie Fletcher takes a 

moment to smile for the Camera as 
she presents to the group.   

 
Thank you Dottie! 
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Anna M. Russell, 93, passed peacefully at her home in Jacksonville, on April 1st, 2009. Family will be accepting friends 
on Sunday, April 5th from 2-5 p.m. at Hardage Giddens Funeral Home, 4115 Hendricks Ave., Jacksonville, 32207. A 
Funeral service will be held on Tuesday, April 7th at 10 a.m. at St. John's Cathedral, 256 E. Church St. Jacksonville, 
32202. Entombment will follow at Oaklawn Cemetery. Anna was born in Dawson, GA., and was a member of St. John's 
Cathedral. She received her Bachelor's Degree in 1938 at Georgia State Women's College in Valdosta and graduated 
with a Master's Degree in Social Service Administration in 1942 from the University of Chicago School Of Social Work. 
She was in the Coast Guard Auxiliary, a member of the AAUW Educational Foundation for Graduate Women, and for 
some time was the only female Chief of Clinical Social Workers in N. Florida. Anna was proud of working for the 
Veteran's Administration from 1947-1978 and received a Commendation Award for her 32 years of dedicated service. 
She was also a social worker for the Emergency Room for Shands Hospital in Jacksonville. She loved nothing more than 
to care for and spend time with her family. She was an intricate member of the community and will be missed by all who 
had the pleasure of knowing her. Anna is predeceased by her parents John Edgar Mathews and Olive McLendon; and her 
loving husband, the artist James Russell. Anna has left behind to cherish her memory her daughters, Randee Bieler, 
Deborah Russell; brother, Ben Mathews; sister, Susan VanOrsdel; three grandchildren; and many treasured friends. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the James and Anna M. Russell Camp Weed Fund c/o St. John's 
Cathedral, 256 E. Church St., Jacksonville, FL 32202. Arrangements are under the care and trust of Hardage Giddens 
Mandarin Chapel, 904-288-0025. Please Sign the Guestbook @ Jacksonville.com 

 
*************************************************** ********************** 
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News just reached me of the death of our 

wonderful "Angel", Anna Russell. Anna was 
the most interesting and wonderful woman. 

She was an educated woman before 
education was common for women. She was 

a working woman, proud to help many 
people. She had a talented artistic husband 

and she memorialized him with an art award 
to the Jacksonville NLAPW. Anna was an 

interesting conversationalist and I loved my 
time with her. Anna will be missed. A fond 

farewell to a lovely woman. 
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How I enjoy my monthly tea 
with special women who 

rarely talk of foolish things 
like other women do; 

whose hearts, instead, are filled with 
love 

of art, pen, brush and word; 
whose grace and wisdom far exceed 

that of their national bird. 
 

I love Pen Women 
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Memorials to Anna would be 
welcome additions to the James 

Russell Fund. 
 

Checks should be made out to 
NLAPW and noted as 

contributions to this fund. 
All contributions should be 

mailed to Pat Setser  
at  

4674 Empire Avenue 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 
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Anna and her husband were dear friends of ours for many (MANY!) years.  Her husband was an artist here, had a 
studio downtown.  He was a member of the exclusive Explorers Club.  As a "river rat", he not only traversed the 
St. Johns and its tributaries but also went solo, unarmed, from the headwaters, down the length of the Amazon.  

This with a bad foot and limp.  He ate and slept with the natives, going through head-hunter territory, down 
mountain, river, and through treacherous jungle. 

 
He was his own "river keeper", before anyone else thought of doing that, constantly hauling debris from the St. 

Johns, often dragging mostly submerged logs behind his small boat to prevent their being a hazard to other 
boaters.  Even in the debris he often found beauty.  Such is the eye of a fine artist. 

 
He built seven houses on a wooded acreage close to town, making a little community that is totally unique.  They 

were designed and built around artifacts and coquina he found on his river journeys.  They are loaded with 
coquina, pecky-cypress, stone, massive beams, ships portholes, etc.  Works of art! 

 
They rented the houses and for years were surrounded by teachers, attorneys, artists and musicians who often 
gathered in the Russell's living room for what might be called classical hoe-downs, lively parties that filled the 

house with music, stories and laughter.  We were always happy to be a part of them. 
 

Jim also built, solo, the Coquina Chapel at Grace Chapel Episcopal Church, now known as San Jose Episcopal 
Church, which is across from Bolles School on the triangle of land at the intersection of San Jose Blvd. and St. 

Augustine Rd.  The church was originally the sales office for an exclusive development for wealthy northerners. 
The Bolles School was the hotel for prospective buyers.  Then came the crash and the development folded. 

 
The altar in the chapel is made from coquina which Jim found, dragged to the church and carved.  He built out the 

entire interior, floors and all, without help, making everything except the pews.  It was a labor of love and an 
amazing feat. It is worth a trip to see. 

 
Our James Russell Art Fund was founded, and funded, in his honor by Anna.  She understood how difficult it is 
for talented women artists in our area and wanted to help bring recognition to them and reward their excellence. 

We had many discussions about how to do that with competitions always winning out. 
 

After Jim's death Anna took care of the houses right up until she suffered a stroke and heart attack.  It was often 
difficult.  Every three months she had to collect water samples from their private system and take them downtown.   

There were septic systems to manage, woods to keep healthy, feral cats to deal with, a long road to keep well 
graded, lawns and gardens to manage, plus the care of all of daily functions of bathrooms and kitchens, as well as 

the, sometimes, problem renters. 
 

She was an amazing woman, kind hearted and compassionate.  But she was no patsy, either.  She was a 
wonderfully independent woman who lived life to its fullest until the last moment she could function.  She was 

still managing everything, her boots still on at 93.  She epitomizes what she considered the spirit of Pen Women. 
 

Her daughter, Randee, has had a film made of one of her scripts and has written episodes for national TV shows.  
She and her husband have two beautiful girls and live near LA. Her daughter, Debbie, is a psychiatrist and lives in 

North Carolina.  She and her husband have a lovely daughter. 
 

Our deepest sympathy goes out to them.  We have lost a dear friend, but she and Jim will be with us for a long 
time as we build the James Russell fund and use it to give recognition to accomplished local women artists.  That 

was Anna's desire and we shall honor it. 
 

I shall always miss her.          Millie�

 



 
National League of American Pen Women – Jacksonville Branch 

 
Minutes of March 2009 Meeting 

 
The Jacksonville Branch gathered on March 21 at JJ’s Bistro de Paris at 7645 Gate 
Parkway beginning at 11:00. Members and guests present (20): 
  

Helen Ashmead, Maja Bargar, Jan Bevan, Dottie Burris, Lillian Cannon, 
Kathy DeLage, Nanette DeLage, Peggy Steele Dollinger, Ginger Dodd, 
Nada Frazier, Dottie Fletcher, Eva Greenfield, Peg Redding Hallam, 
Jackie Hand, Paula Harding, Sandy Hartman, Phoebe Marner, Fletcher 
Shipp, Pat Setser, Millie Taylor.  

 
Co-president Jackie Hand convened the meeting at 11:45 and Paula Harding led the 
invocation and  Pledge of Allegiance.  Jackie then called for any additions or corrections 
to the February minutes as printed in THE REVUE.  There being none, Peg Hallam 
moved and Phoebe Marner seconded their acceptance.  Pat Setser gave the treasurer’s 
report and reminded members ($60) and patrons ($50) to bring checks for annual dues 
made out to the branch to the April meeting.    
 
An envelope was passed for contributions of pennies and change for the upkeep of our 
national headquarters, PenArts.  
  
Jackie commended Carol Keller (in absentia) for her fine editing of THE REVUE. Those 
present applauded Sandy Hartman for her poem, “Carnival of Fools” that appeared in the 
March issue.   
 
Jackie then announced the next meeting will be on April 18 at Santioni’s, which requires 
a minimum of 15 for lunch.  Eileen Corse, artist, will present the program, “Artist to 
Artist.”  
 
At co-president Phoebe Marner’s suggestion, everyone present introduced herself, gave a  
thumbnail sketch of her profession in arts, letters, and music and in her interests and 
activities, and offered announcements such as the following:  
 

·  EVA GREENFIELD urged all to write their representatives to votes FOR the 
extension of the Water Management contract which will save our city $200 
million.  She also is collecting Easter baskets, filler items, and cast donation to 
supply 200 Easter baskets for the less fortunate.  All contributions are welcome. 
She can be reached through her mother, Phoebe Marner.  

  
·  GINGER DODD invited us to Lakewood Methodist Church on Mother’s Day to 

enjoy a beautiful rendition of “Deep River” played by the full bell choir, an oboe, 
and a cello.  Performances will be Sunday, May 10, at both 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
services.  

 
·  Notice of the LEGAL ARTWALK SHOW RECEPTION was distributed to all.  

Proceeds will go to support a program teaching students about the dangers of 
consumer debt. It will be from 5:30 to 8:30 on April 1 at the Zodiac Grill, corner 
of Adams and Hogan.  Local attorneys will provide live entertainment.  



 
National League of American Pen Women – Jacksonville Branch 

 
Minutes of March 2009 Meeting 

 
·  Paula Harding shared copies of THE CYPRESS LOG, a monthly publication at 

Cypress Village for which she regularly writes.  In the latest issue, she favorably 
reviews David Baldacci’s latest thriller, DIVINE JUSTICE.  Paldacci, the featured 
speaker for Jacksonville’s February “Much Ado About Books,” is the Author of 
15 NEW YORK TIMES bestsellers.    

 
·  Members who took in the March showing of PHOEBE MARNER’S artwork at a 

local gallery offered numerous comments about how much they enjoyed it.  Way 
to go, Phoebe!  

 
 
Due to poor acoustics, the details of numerous other announcements were too muffled to 
catch.  
 
 
 
LUNCH was enjoyed at 12:30 followed by the program.  
 
PROGRAM  
 
Member DOTIE FLETCHER delighted us with a journey through her life of writing, to 
which she can finally devote full attention now that she has concluded her 35 years of 
teaching.  A resident of San Jose area, she currently writes the monthly column, “By the 
Wayside,” for the FLORIDA TIMES- UNION’s “Sun” section and mentioned that her 
newest book will be out soon, but she isn’t telling what it’s about! In her column, she 
takes readers back to earlier times in Jacksonville with stories of people, places, and 
pastimes and welcomes receiving readers’ recollections, which can be emailed to her at 
dotief@comcast.net.   (Yes, that’s one “t.”)  
 
Dotie spent her halcyon days at Florida State University while earning her degree.  As 
writers will, she then nourished her talent while fulfilling her teaching career, raising a 
family, and journeying through life.  We thoroughly enjoyed the highlights of that journey 
in prose and poetry, including the following:   
                
NLAPW Jacksonville Branch March 2009 Minutes concluded  
 
Editor:  Please insert either of the poems she gave us.  I prefer “Summer Memory” but my 
current system doesn’t give me the choice of the necessary italics.   Thanks, Peg  
  
Respectfully submitted,  
Peg Redding Hallam, Secretary pro tem  
  
 


