
 

 

From:   National President, N. Taylor Collins  

               National League of American Pen Women, Inc. 

To:      All Branch Presidents 
 

 
When I started writing this (with much help from Virginia), we had snow at Pen Arts as you can 

tell by the photo that I snapped with a little daring to cross ice-covered 17th Street.  Since it is now 
spring and summer is upon us, I’m hoping that our snow covered Headquarters will offer you a cool 
respite from the pending coming days.  I assure you that in the future this will be sent more timely as I 
plan to send at least a bi-monthly report to you dear, dedicated Branch Presidents.  Please feel free to 
forward to your members or cut and paste as you see fit.  This is my second try as the first one with 
lots of little wonderful word processing things somehow disappeared from my screen and has yet to be 
found so I hope this gets to you without any glitches.   

My plan is to present timely subjects in these e-mails; not to replace the message of the 
magazine, but to enhance the communication from the National.  I hope that you and your 
membership will greet this communiqué with enthusiasm and supply info that you wish to announce. 



  
 

ART FOR PEN ARTS 
 

Display your artwork at the Pen Arts building for a period of two months.  All artwork 
must be for sale, and no larger than 20 x 24 inches, including mat, where appropriate.  
NLAPW commission will be 20% of sale price.  Selected artists may hold a reception at the Pen 
Arts Building.  Submit digital images to nlapw1@verizon.net. Include “Art for Pen Arts” in the 
subject line.  Digital images should be submitted in JPEG format, and at a minimum resolution 
of 300 dpi.  Please indicate requested sale price for each submission.   

 
 

Virginia Gibbs, Joyce Swanson, 

Myra Marshall & Grace Powers Hudson 

2009 Memorial Competition 

• Open in Art, Letters, and Music • 
 

COMPETITION RULES AND REQUIREMENTS Å 
 
• Competition is open to all women (members of the National League of American Pen Women 
and non-member women who are United States citizens). NLAPW member’s entry fee is 
$10.00.  Non-member’s entry fee is $25.00. 
• As Memorial Bequests fund the competition, the submission must be tied to the memory of 
someone or something that inspired or could have inspired you to create the work. 
• All submissions must be original and created within the past two (2) years. Entry fees for 
each category should be made payable to NLAPW, Inc.  Postmark deadline is September 15, 
2009, and mailed to NLAPW, Inc., ATTN: Memorial Competition, 1300 - 17th Street NW, 
Washington, DC 20036. Winners will be announced by December 1, 2009.  Two awards will be 
made in each category for $1,000 each—one to a member and one to a non-member. 
Submissions received without the applicable registration fee will not be accepted. Visit 
www.nlapw.org. for entry form and additional details. 
 

2009 Memorial Competition - For Submission in Art Å 
Two copies of the entry form must be submitted; one with name, address, phone 

number and a short bio, and one without that portion of the requested information.  Please 
indicate if you are a member or a nonmember.  JPEGs, or digital CDs, must be submitted with 
at least 300 dpi resolution.  Original artworks should not exceed 30” x 40” overall dimensions. 



3-D works should not exceed 3 feet in height. The winning entries will be displayed in Pen Arts 
in Washington, DC, for one year and may or may not be for sale, depending upon the wishes 
of the artist. If the work is for sale, a 20% commission will be charged.  Maximum of three 
works submitted per entry. 
 

2009 Memorial Competition - For Submission in Letters Å 
Two copies of the entry form must be submitted; one with name, address, phone 

number and a short bio, and one without that portion of the requested information. Please 
indicate if you are a member or a nonmember.  Submissions can include prose works of 
fiction, nonfiction and plays.  No work can exceed 3,000 words, and can be chapter excerpts, 
essay, short stories, or play excerpts. All prose work should be double-spaced.  Poetry may be 
single spaced or double-spaced.  Submission for poems cannot exceed 75 lines or more than 
three poems per writer.  Poetry can be any style.  Winner will be invited to read at a public 
reading and reception in Washington, DC, in January 2010. 

 
2009 Memorial Competition - For Submission in Music Å 

Two copies of the entry form must be submitted; one with name, address, phone 
number and a short bio, and one without that portion of the requested information.  Please 
indicate if you are a member or a nonmember.  Two copies of the composition/arrangement 
must be submitted; one with the composer/arranger’s name, and one without.  Submissions 
must be formatted by Finale, Allegro, PrintMusic or Sibelius notational software and in a PDF 
or tiff format.  Compositions or arrangements should be for no more than three instruments, 
or composed for one piano, 2 hands, 4 hands or 6 hands. Composition is limited to not more 
than 10 minutes in length.  CDs are requested, but not mandatory.  Winner will be invited to a 
public performance of the work in Washington, DC, in January 2010. 

 
 

CALL FOR ñClip Artò Å 
 
• The Pen Woman is looking for artwork to accompany articles, poetry, and to fill in white 
space in the magazine. Artwork should be simple in nature, such as line drawings, or artwork 
that is “readable” when reduced in size to 3.5 inches wide or smaller. 
• Images should relate to the National League of American Pen Women organization, art, 
music, or letters.  Images may include the tools of the arts such as paint brushes, pens, music 
notation, women in the process of creating something, or seasonal pieces. This is not an 
inclusive list, so use your imagination. 
• Submission gives the Editor permission to publish and edit your work in The Pen Woman 
magazine. The Editor will give credit whenever possible. If the piece has been published 
elsewhere, it is the individual’s responsibility to ensure that she retains the rights to publish in 
The Pen Woman. 
• Submission Procedure- Submit images as attachment(s) to an email or mailed on a CD to the 
Editor, annrosati@comcast.net.  Please enter, “PW Clip Art Submission” in the email subject 
line. Label all submissions with a meaningful file name. 
• See Submission Guidelines on page 36 of The Pen Woman magazine. 

mailto:annrosati@comcast.net


 

2009 POETRY COMPETITION Å ALL CITIES BRANCH NY 


Deadline: Postmarked July 3, 2009.  Entry fee: $5 each or $10 for three, payable to 
All Cities Branch NLAPW.  For more information on the Poetry Contest, c/o Denise Kolanovic, 
190 N. Linden St., Massapequa, NY 11758. 
 

LAGUNA BEACH BRANCH RAFFLE 
  

The Laguna Beach Branch CA is having a Grand Give Away for the Saddleback 
Scholarship fund. There are a dozen items for sale in this unique raffle/drawing including 
original sculptures and other items. Please contact Bernice Schachter at berles@fea.net. 
Tickets are $10 each and only 200 will be sold so your chances of winning are exceptionally 
good. 
 

CALL FOR ñThree Ways to Tell Her Storyò 
 

National Music Chair, Virginia Franklin Campbell, is planning a joint Biennial project in 
Little Rock, Arkansas, that will complement the theme for the Biennial: 

 
THREE WAYS TO TELL HERSTORY*. 

 
Note:  Virginia has utilized Carle’s book in her music classes for years and will be glad to 
discuss this in detail with you.  Her number is (719) 532-0021.   This project is very similar 
to the one that we held during the last biennial and Virginia looks forward to your ideas. 
 
 

The inspiration for the endeavor comes from Eric Carle’s book, “I See a Song.”  There 
will be three stages in the developmental process of bringing this to fruition, and we call on 
each Branch to promote and support this effort.  

Stage One is for the Art members to create the art; Stage Two is for the Letter 
members to interpret in words what the artists have produced; Stage Three is for the Music 
members to compose music, responding to the art and the words. The final product will be 
presented at the Biennial.  

The intention would be to have the art there, with the artist, the readers be present as 
the Letters winners, and then the music performed live. The alternative option is a 
presentation of these three elements by computer in Power Point. 

 We hope to interpret the entire product. In all three stages, Branches and/or individual 
members may submit multiple entries.  
 

STAGE ONE: Of Joint Biennial Project 
It is important to state from the outset that we are not seeking to copy or imitate Mr. 

Carle’s art; rather, we are asking the artist to view Mr. Carle’s pictures as a “point of 



departure”, or template, of the overall outline of the project, and to reflect on what she sees 
and what story she might imagine with our Biennial theme in mind.  We are hopeful that the 
art submissions will be in a wide variety of media—not limited to an essentially single medium 
used by Mr. Carle in his book. The writers and composers will create their part of the final 
product based on the members’ art submitted. 

It is suggested that artists begin by viewing the pages of Eric Carle’s book, “I See a 
Song.”  Consider each set of the following pages (left page and right page) as a single picture 
or “canvas”.  Eric Carle’s first pages, one and two, begin with Eric Carle’s poem and include 
the opposite page with the emergence of the performer’s first color.  That is Mr. Carle’s 
“canvas one”.  In Mr. Carle’s depiction there are “14” canvases in all.  Our product will not 
exceed 14 canvases.  If an artist wants to focus on a single canvas in the sequence, she 
should feel free to contact Virginia Franklin Campbell for coordination (e.g., does submission of 
a canvas #5 add to the project, or would focus on canvas #8 be more helpful).  Her e-mail 
address is shown below.  

The art submissions should be JPEG or digital CDs with at least 300 dpi resolution.  Two 
copies must be submitted, one with name, address, e-mail and phone number, and the other 
without that identification.  They should be labeled: 1. Art work and Personal information and 
2. Art work only. 

Submissions should be sent to Virginia Franklin Campbell, vvcampbell@msn.com (That 
is v v , not w.).  The deadline for the art submissions is July 31, 2009.  Winners will be 
posted on The League web site. Writers and composers will have this resource in addressing 
Stages Two and Three of the project. 

 
(*The theme for the Biennial is a play on words, not his-story, but HER story.)  
 
Note:  Virginia has utilized Carle’s book in her music classes for years and will be glad to 
discuss this in detail with you.  Her number is (719) 532-0021.   This project is very similar 
to the one that we held during the last biennial.  Let’s support this exciting endeavor.  
 
 

TIDBITS AND OTHER TALES FROM TAYLOR 
 

Please review and study the Qualifications for Membership in the Bylaws on the 
website at http://nlapw.org/membership.html. Remember the “Each One-Reach One” motto, 
and we could double our membership.  The board is looking at ways to offer an incentive for 
recruitment of new members, so stay tuned.   

Important to note:   the five (5) year requirement was removed from the bylaws 
in the last bylaws revision.  Persons like Harper Lee can become a member now and so can 
many other women who haven’t created recently.    

Revision of the Logo; Submission Deadline • August 1, 2009. See page 30, of the 
Fall The Pen Woman magazine. 

N. Taylor Collins was in Colorado Springs to visit with the Pikes Peak Branch. Taylor 
also spoke with FOX-21 Morning News anchor, Grace Polanski, about NLAPW on Friday, 
February 20, 2009. This was arranged by Pikes Peak member, Pam Cosel.  Beverly Lewis was 

mailto:vvcampbell@msn.com
http://nlapw.org/membership.html


also honored and has written over 90 books.  What an honor it was to meet her and hear her 
speak about her creative journey.  The Pikes Peak Branch also contributed $203 to the 
Commemorative Endowment fund as requested by Virginia and Verne Campbell who 
graciously suggested this instead of members bringing a hostess gift.  I also visited Santa 
Clara Branch in California, Asheville Branch in North Carolina, Valley of Virginia Branch, in 
Virginia and Gainesville Branch in Florida.  I am amazed by the range of talented women that 
I’ve met and the  programs that are being presented.   

   The Roster is in the final stages of completion.   
   Dues are coming in at a quick pace.  Thanks to all of you who are using the lock 

box and filing the e-postcard.  Great to know how diligently all of you are working on this. 

   Link to Taylor’s interview in Colorado Springs is:  http:// 
www.coloradoconnection.com/news/story.aspx?id=262990 

Please familiarize yourself and your members on the Code of Ethics and Mission 
Statement which is discussed further below. 

There are pending board openings.  Please let me know if you are interested or if 
you have members who might like to serve on the National level.   

 

NEW MISSION STATEMENT AND VISION 


Founded in 1897, the National League of American Pen Women is the oldest women’s 
arts organization in America. The League, recognized for its support and creation of art, music, 
and letters, is comprised of professional women artists, writers, poets, composers and 
arrangers. The mission of the League, a not-for-profit 501 (c)(3) corporation, is to encourage, 
recognize, and promote the production of creative work of professional standard in Art, 
Letters, and Music, and through outreach activities provide educational, creative, and 
professional support to members and non-members in these disciplines. The core values of the 
NLAPW are respect, knowledge, creation and preservation of the arts. 

 
 
 

CODE OF ETHICS  
 

Members of the National League of American Pen Women are becoming increasingly 
concerned with our corporate responsibility as stated in Sarbanes/Oxley rulings mandating that 
all corporations be as transparent as possible and that the highest ethical standards be 
maintained in all dealings.  Our bylaws now have strict disciplinary regulatory provisions, but 
all of us, engaged as we are in creative pursuits, need a guide to help maintain respect for and 
awareness of the moral impact of our individual actions on our group image. 

The National Executive Board has adopted the following Code of Ethics to which all 
members will subscribe. It is a code of personal honor and integrity which will ensure that 
these standards are upheld. 

 
The Code of Ethics adopted by the National Executive Board Å June 21, 2008, for 
the National League Of American Pen Women, Inc. is as follows: 

http://www.coloradoconnection.com/news/story.aspx?id=262990


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CODE OF ETHICS  
 

Members of the National League of American Pen Women will strive 
at all times: to exercise professional integrity in: 

  

  Service rendered to the League; 

  To know and abide by the bylaws, standing rules, 

and procedures established by the League; 
  To fulfill one’s commitments as a member; 

  To improve one’s knowledge of the League’s history and mission; 

  To increase public understanding of the mission and vision of the League; 

  To maintain dignified and honorable relationships with fellow members; 

  To avoid any conduct or activity that would cause harm to the League. 

 

 
Important Announcement 

Meletha Everett requests that you let her know who the members are in your 
branch with the longest memberships.  We would like to identify those who 

have reached membership milestones like 30, 40, or 50 years as members of 
The League.  Call or email Meletha for details on this Planning Committee 

project.   

Artwiz2000@aol.com or   (813) 685-1675 

 
In closing, there are many exciting things happening at Pen Arts and throughout The 

League.  The anthology is selling well, but more sales are needed  if we are to have a 
meaningful scholarship program.  Please let me know of anything that you need to 

announce.   Iôll fill you in much more fully in the next newsletter which I promise to have 
out to y ou shortly after the June board meeting.  Please enter any and all NLAPW  contests 
and let me know if you have things you want included in this newsletter.  I wish  all of  you 

a safe and creativ e summer.  My best to  all of you in love and friendship,    Tayl or  
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